B _SHEN HORMAL BORTALS CAN O A CARLE
a BMW eport an with a Formula 14

n And the Cadilla:
affordabls at L

onguering BMW, a car
ar In the wiorl
GAnyon i
lifarnla, &

wty out & rprm, and it's

car That Its torque t

fest per ton) at the same level as
22 nwchiapd windineg read

2006 CADILLAC CTS-V! 2006 BMW M5

by Erocks Holden
phved s araphiy by Pader Dewson

wirding road nuchlopd 53



= Corrara S (192 pound-fest per ton), which |s rot bad,

AMERICA VERSUS EUROPE:

but not amazing sither (See the Winding Road

It dossen't really mattar though, because BMW has
ra-writtan the rules a bit. The glorious thing about the
WME's\101s that it raally feels happy In the 4000 o 7000
rprmrangs, where it naedeto be to really mova Lote of
rewvy cars sesm somewhare betwesn slightly and
wary stralnad as you get into the etrong part of the
powwarband, but not this one. It
faals rmore ke the RX-8' rotary
mztor In this mgard, and | can
premize that wou won't fesl
raluctant to run the ME angina
up ared down the rev rangs.

With that in mind, the athar
winnirg aspect of the M5 engine |s that It doss just
about the bast job I've exparlanced at fozling you into
thinking that the power risss right up to Infinits rpm.
Lote of powarful engines diminizh in pull as they get
abowve 4000 or 5000 rpm, but the M5 just sesms to get
gtronger and etronger,

I'wigh | could say that the MS's seven-spead SMG
‘o was as ssamlessly Intagratad into the drive as ite
powar curva, This tteration of BMW's MG certainly
Ie good, bat it len't quite = good as the latest Ferrarl
'beoet mor the VW Al DSG systam. After spanding
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ampla driva i me with the latter, | now knowtharelzan
entirely different and higher level of performance
posslbla SMG l=n't quite smocth enough or fast
enough to ba transparent, whereas DSG |s

Ewen =0, | realize that the SMG systam can be a
real plaasurs as | head down Inte ssveral caryons to
geta better sarme of the ME's chazels and how it fits
with the drivetrain, Being able to quickly grab a gear
Iz a huge advantags in twisty sactions of the road

Apd onthosetwistles, | have to

gay the M5 handles beautifully,

The chaszels le balanced, it

turne inwel| and thare s lote of

grip. The stsering |z almost

A - Idsally quick, and It loads up

. nizely Az s common these

days, BMW has sat up the M5 with a blas toward
light understesr, but usually you won't notice,

Al of that s fine, but In the context of all this
Mworld's beet car” etuff you need to know thatthe M5
s not the most aglle creaturs on the planst
Monetheless, BMW has done a masterful job taming
phyelce n the way they've come to a ride and handling
balarce The BMW handles as well a2 almost any car
aof ite walght and has a communlcative chasels, and
yetithas a tremendous ability to absorb road ripplas

anid pothioles,

CADILLAC CTS-VVERSUS BMW M5

Atthe sametims, | supposs thare = no fres lunch,
and the M5's fide over larger swales ls quite firm. This
sults my taste just fins, but you'll naver confuse the
ME with a luzury sedan.

Sothis candidats for best car In the world actually
len't the bast atarything, but onthe othar hard, | can't
think of ancther car that doas 2o mary things so wall,
Inthat sanes, | can begin to understand the idea of the
ME's rave reviews, Which brings me to the Cad llac
CTSV Surely, the lowly Amerlcan couldn't do the
things the M5 does? Or could it?

Repsating my entrancs ramp trials with this car
speaks wolumes., As you might expect, the Caddy has
more low-and grunt than tha BMW. | fesl this
Immedately az | gst into the throttls coming out of
turns atabout 2500 rpm. The Caddy just digs down and
launches iteelf foreand. Not too surprizing, glven that
It has far more torque par ton (205) than the M5, and
that torque comes on at much lowsr reve The Caddy
doss geem to run out of eteam earller when
compared to the M5 but s0 dose just about evary
othercaron the planat

‘What makes the CTS-¥ =0 much fun ls that it
delivers powar right whers It ls usable day to day. The
ME ien't hard to spin up Inte & rangs whers it rally
cranke, 8o thig ls no knock on the Bavarlan approach,
butwith the Caddy tarqua ls just thare all the time, If
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CADILLAC CTS-V

o drive In the oty or suburbla, and nevar do track

days, the Cadillac philosophy makes a lot of ssnse,

The CTS-V shares Ite Tremac slx-spesd manual
with the Coreette €6, This transmission ls very
uzabla, though it sete no new standards for short
throws or quick shifts. | find & | run back and forth
through the gears that the heavy action and notchy
mwaments fit nicaly with the rumbly and somewhat
coarse, but always basfy angine, Whils far from the
apltome of refinement, | don't ses how you could fall
to hawve fun with thie drivetrain, it len't quite as
amazing as It s In the 'Vette due to an extra 300
pourdds, butitls dossa,

When it comes to handling, the CTS-V has a
different philosophy than the M5 The latter e all about
controllad emoothnass The CTS-V len't az well
controllad but it offers slgnificantly mors texturs than
the BMW dose. From driving a host of good cars
racantly, I'm coming to the conclusion that it s the
rara car that delivers both In quantity, The CTS-V's
handling Is pretty flat, and turr-in Is good with
excallant walghtirg through the stearing whesal. The
rear of the car moves arcund a bit mors on bumps, g0
Inzome sanee itizn'tas parfect as the M&, butl findit
a bit more Interesting at strest speads. More vere
anid e swing, within Hmite, can be more fun,
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BMW M5

Haading down some long stretches of Interstate
highwary, | notice that the Cadillaz reveals ore mally
Impregske tralt of the M5 that was only In my
subzonszlous befora At high speads, the Cadillac
feals stable, but rather normal When | jJump Into the
ME and repeat the same run, | am reminded of the
otharwarldly high-zpsed control of the F430 and 260
Modena, The M5 just fesls planted as the speeds
creep up toward 100 mph. You barsly notice the
differance betwesn B and 90 mph The CTS-V
dosen't feal bad, but you can tell the spaed I= rising.

That sort of thing Is minor for many drivers, but i
really charactarizes the difference between the ME
and the CTSW The M5 fesls mare refined than the
CTSE-\ with higher quality materialz and smoocther
controls (though you get Bangle etding and | Drive in
the bargain).

At the same time, the CTS-V seems a littls mare
epirited and punchier, yet etill sutted for a drive to the
op=ra Thie M& faels more spezlal than the CTS-V but
the CTSV Is more fun, The ME gives you the serse
that you would never regret buying It, so competant
yet Imeoling are its ways, at least undll wou start
wandering If the M3 will ba aven better. The CTS-|
surprisingly makes you think that Cadillaz may have
donethe Corvetts one better, at least from bahind the
whiesal. Now that's Impressive. wa

&

Haar that? That's an M5 breaking
the spead limit somewhers in
California. Vroom, vroom. [Click
here to listen)
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